MODERN TRAVEL

novelist (b. 1866). "The Time Machine" (1895) was
one of his earliest novels. It tells how a scientist invents
a machine which will take him backwards or forwards in
time, and by means of this he precipitates himself into
the England of A.D. 2800. He finds that it is inhabited
by a decadent and effete aristocracy, called Eloi, who live
in the cities and the countryside, and a race of ape-like
creatures, known as Mprlocks, whose habitation is below
ground. The former live in idleness, surrounded by the
monuments of a dead culture, while the latter sj*end their
lives in darkness, toiling to supply the necessities and
luxuries of their superiors. The Eloi despise the Morlocks
and convention forbids them to utter their name in
respectable conversation ; yet at the same time they stand
in fear of them, for periodically some of the Morlocks
emerge from their subterranean home, carry off a number
of the Eloi, and in cannibal fashion make a feast of their
flesh.

The story is, of course, a satire on the trend of the
industrialised civilisation of the late nineteenth century,
with its intensification of class distinctions and class conflict.
P. 121,1. 34. The reign of George III: i.e. 1760-1820.
P. 122, 11. 1-3. In 1840 when China . . . fast collided with a
great modern industrial power at Hong Kong : The reference is
to the so-called Opium War of 1840-1842. The Chinese
Government of the day was making a determined attempt
to suppress the opium traffic. Several British subjects,
with the connivance of some of the customs officials, were
found to be smuggling opium into the country and were
dealt with somewhat severely by the Chinese authorities.
This " incident" was exploited to the full by the British
Government, who had long had its eyes cast upon China
as a possible field for trade development, and war was
declared. As might have been expected, China suffered
defeat and was forced to cede to Britain the port of Hong
Kong and to grant her important trading rights and
privileges in several other ports.

1. 4. Mandarins : Chinese nobles under the old Imperial
regime.

1. 12. Lesser breeds without the law : a quotation from Rud-
yard Kipling's " Recessional Hymn."

1. 13. The Satyricon ofPetronius : retronius was a companion
of the Roman Emperor Nero. The " Satyricon," a comic
work full of licentiousness, has usually been attributed to
him but it is not certain that he was the author.
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